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Windows NT 4.0 may be nearly two decades old but that doesn't mean that Microsoft
wants its sensitive source code out in public. After ignoring a copy of the partially leaked
code for several years, the company recently asked GitHub to take an unauthorized copy

offline, with success.

In February 2004 large portions of Microsoft's Windows ..
2000 and Windows NT 4.0 source code leaked onto the '.

Internet.

In a statement issued at the time, Microsoft said the : :

breach didn't come from inside. The company worked

closely with the FBI to track down the source but these efforts were fruitless.

Hoping to keep the leak under control, Microsoft also started issuing takedown notices to

sites and P2P file-sharers, urging them to stop offering the code.

However, like anything that leaks onto the Internet it's pretty much impossible to remove
something for good. Even today, several NT 4.0 copies are still floating around in the dark

corners of the web.
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Up until a few days ago there was even a copy hosted on the popular developer platform
GitHub. Posted by “njdragonfly” the leaked source code has been available there since
2011.

Microsoft initially didn't spot the infringing copy but it recently took action by sending
GitHub a DMCA takedown notice.

Microsoft's takedown notice

1. Copyright work(s):
Windows NT 4.0
Copyright owner(s) or exclusive licensee:
Microsoft Corporation
2_ Copyright infringing material or activity found at the following location{s):
https://github.com/njdragonfly/WinNT4/ - The whole directory

The above copyright work(s) is being made available for copying, through downloading, at the above location without
authorization from the copyright owner or exclusive licensee.

“We have received information that the domain listed above, which appears to be on
servers under your control, is offering unlicensed copies of, or is engaged in other
unauthorized activities relating to, copyrighted works published by Microsoft Corporation,’

the company writes

The notice proved to be successful. A few hours after its arrival the repository was made

inaccessible. Those who try to access it now are redirected to GitHub's standard

takedown page.

While it's understandable that Microsoft doesn’t want its source code out in the open, it’s
not as much as a security threat as it was a decade ago. Today, more than 10 years after

it was first published, pretty much all exploits have been patched.

That said, it's worth nothing that after all these years Microsoft is trying to contain the

leak. But perhaps that's just for sentimental value.

https://torrentfreak.com/microsoft-takes-pirated-windows-nt-4-0-source-code-offline-150415/ 2/8


https://github.com/
https://github.com/njdragonfly/WinNT4/

8/12/2020 Microsoft Takes Pirated Windows NT 4.0 Source Code Offline * TorrentFreak

Windows NT 4.0

. My Computer =]
< Previd FEile Edit Yiew Help

NextPost | é‘ =) @

Post ! : ook 3 Floppy [&:] (] ] Control Panel Printers

Dial-dp Scheduled
Metworking Tazks

Programs

Documents

tation

Settings

Ik

Eind

7 object(s)

Help

Bun...

Shut Daw....

by Computer 12:24 PM

Windows NT '\t

Tagged In:

Github microsoft

You Might Also Like:

https://torrentfreak.com/microsoft-takes-pirated-windows-nt-4-0-source-code-offline-150415/ 3/8


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_NT_4.0
https://torrentfreak.com/crisis-as-hbo-laments-dozens-of-awful-got-streams-150415/
https://torrentfreak.com/music-industry-wants-cross-border-pirate-site-blocks-150414/
https://torrentfreak.com/tag/github/
https://torrentfreak.com/tag/microsoft/
https://torrentfreak.com/mpa-suggests-github-could-be-held-liable-for-popcorn-times-copyright-infringements-200505/

8/12/2020 Microsoft Takes Pirated Windows NT 4.0 Source Code Offline * TorrentFreak

MPA Suggests Github Could Be Held Liable For Popcorn Time's Copyright
Infringements

May 5, 2020, 11:35 by Andy Maxwell
31

https://torrentfreak.com/microsoft-takes-pirated-windows-nt-4-0-source-code-offline-150415/ 4/8


https://torrentfreak.com/mpa-suggests-github-could-be-held-liable-for-popcorn-times-copyright-infringements-200505/
https://torrentfreak.com/amd-uses-dmca-to-mitigate-massive-gpu-source-code-leak-200325/

8/12/2020 Microsoft Takes Pirated Windows NT 4.0 Source Code Offline * TorrentFreak

AMD Uses DMCA to Mitigate Massive GPU Source Code Leak (Updated)

March 25, 2020, 11:16 by Andy Maxwell
80

ANTI-PIRACY

Spotify Hits Windows Software That Downloads Tracks & Removes DRM

March 13, 2020, 19:47 by Andy Maxwell
42

https://torrentfreak.com/microsoft-takes-pirated-windows-nt-4-0-source-code-offline-150415/ 5/8


https://torrentfreak.com/amd-uses-dmca-to-mitigate-massive-gpu-source-code-leak-200325/
https://torrentfreak.com/spotify-hits-windows-software-that-downloads-tracks-removes-drm-200313/

8/12/2020 Microsoft Takes Pirated Windows NT 4.0 Source Code Offline * TorrentFreak

There are 108 comments. Add yours?

Comment Policy

How ‘Anonymous’ is a Seedbox Provider?

BB \\cet FitGirl, The Repack ‘Queen’ Of Pirated Games

Team-Xecuter Accuses Nintendo of Censorship and Legal Scare Tactics

Which VPN Providers Really Take Anonymity Seriously in 2020?

Top 10 Most Popular Torrent Sites of 2020

https://torrentfreak.com/microsoft-takes-pirated-windows-nt-4-0-source-code-offline-150415/ 6/8


https://torrentfreak.com/how-anonymous-is-your-seedbox-provider-200725/
https://torrentfreak.com/meet-fitgirl-the-repack-queen-of-pirated-games-200604/
https://torrentfreak.com/team-xecuter-accuses-nintendo-of-censorship-and-legal-scare-tactics-200611/
https://torrentfreak.com/best-vpn-anonymous-no-logging/
https://torrentfreak.com/top-10-most-popular-torrent-sites-of-2020-200105/
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://torrentfreak.com/comment-policy/

8/12/2020 Microsoft Takes Pirated Windows NT 4.0 Source Code Offline * TorrentFreak

Steam’s Beefed-Up VPN Ban is Anti-Competitive & Could Even Encourage Piracy

Disney Obtains New ‘Dynamic’ Court Order to Block 118 ‘Pirate’ Domains

Top 10 Most Torrented Movies of The Week — 08/10/20

What is the Most Dangerous Pirate Content to Download?

Model Sues Cloudflare and Thothub in Mass Piracy Lawsuit (Updated)

https://torrentfreak.com/microsoft-takes-pirated-windows-nt-4-0-source-code-offline-150415/ 7/8


https://torrentfreak.com/steams-beefed-up-vpn-ban-is-anti-competitive-could-even-encourage-piracy-200731/
https://torrentfreak.com/disney-obtains-new-dynamic-court-order-to-block-118-pirate-domains-200729/
https://torrentfreak.com/top-10-most-torrented-pirated-movies/
https://torrentfreak.com/what-is-the-most-dangerous-pirate-content-to-download-200725/
https://torrentfreak.com/model-sues-cloudflare-and-thothub-in-mass-piracy-lawsuit-200805/
https://torrentfreak.com/epic-games-sues-youtuber-golden-modz-over-magical-fortnite-powers-181012/

8/12/2020 Microsoft Takes Pirated Windows NT 4.0 Source Code Offline * TorrentFreak

' ' col cortnite
¢ SVUesS NouTuloey ‘Go\den Modz ovev Maﬁ
Eeic Gome

Powexs

<...>

Copyright - Privacy Policy - VPN Providers - About TorrentFreak

https://torrentfreak.com/microsoft-takes-pirated-windows-nt-4-0-source-code-offline-150415/

8/8


https://torrentfreak.com/epic-games-sues-youtuber-golden-modz-over-magical-fortnite-powers-181012/
https://torrentfreak.com/copyright/
https://torrentfreak.com/privacy/
https://torrentfreak.com/category/technology/vpn-services/
https://torrentfreak.com/about/

