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Windows 10 source code leaked, Microsoft confirms

 Adam Westlake 3 years ago

Microsoft is dealing with a significant Windows 10 security headache this weekend, as the company

has confirmed that a portion of the operating system’s source code was in fact posted online.

Shared on the online repository site BetaArchive earlier this week, Microsoft has said that the code

is genuine and comes from the Shared Source Kit, which is shared with the company’s trusted

partners.

Originally reported by The Register a few days earlier, the leak was first believed to include roughly

32TB of files, and contain unreleased Windows builds. However, both BetaArchive and Microsoft

have confirmed to The Verge that the data was much smaller, “just 1.2GB in size,” and has already

been removed from the repository’s servers.

The source code that as posted contained information on Windows 10’s USB, storage, and WiFi

drivers, along with ARM-specific OneCore kernel code. The leak also contained private debugging
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symbols, which give programmers information on what functions and data are being used by certain

code, and are removed from versions of the OS used by the public.

While it’s fortunate that the leak wasn’t as large as originally thought, it’s still a significant security

issue for Microsoft. BetaArchive removed the code from its site voluntarily, without pressure from

Microsoft; but it’s unknown how many people downloaded it before then, meaning it still could be

being passed around, and there’s concern the data could be used to create Windows 10 exploits.

SOURCE The Register, The Verge

Story Timeline

Windows 10 S gotchas you need to know

Windows 10 Fall Creators Update: 8 things to know

In-development Windows 10 builds accidentally released to Insiders on PC, mobile

Windows 10 CShell to unify phone and desktop UI

Latest Windows 10 build teases major features for PCs

Surface Laptop now lets you go back to Windows 10 S from Pro upgrade

Computing  Microsoft  operating system  security  Software  Windows

Must Read

2021 Ram 1500 TRX is a 702hp pickup to give Raptor nightmares

2021 Mercedes-Benz GLA 250 4MATIC Review: Embracing the SUV

2021 Polestar 2 First Drive – Electric Confidence

Apple deleted Fortnite from the App Store [Update: Epic sues Apple]

Risky and useless DIY face masks: The studies you need to know about

  

https://www.theregister.co.uk/2017/06/23/windows_10_leak/
https://www.theverge.com/2017/6/24/15867350/microsoft-windows-10-source-code-leak
https://www.slashgear.com/windows-10-s-gotchas-you-need-to-know-03483950/
https://www.slashgear.com/windows-10-fall-creators-update-8-things-to-know-11484715/
https://www.slashgear.com/in-development-windows-10-builds-accidentally-released-to-insiders-on-pc-mobile-03487310/
https://www.slashgear.com/windows-10-cshell-to-unify-phone-and-desktop-ui-05487620/
https://www.slashgear.com/latest-windows-10-build-teases-major-features-for-pcs-09487958/
https://www.slashgear.com/surface-laptop-now-lets-you-go-back-to-windows-10-s-from-pro-upgrade-19488773/
https://www.slashgear.com/tags/computing/
https://www.slashgear.com/tags/microsoft/
https://www.slashgear.com/tags/operating-system/
https://www.slashgear.com/tags/security/
https://www.slashgear.com/tags/software/
https://www.slashgear.com/tags/windows/
https://www.slashgear.com/2021-ram-1500-trx-pickup-performance-engine-design-price-release-17633737/
https://www.slashgear.com/2021-mercedes-benz-gla-250-4matic-review-performance-practicality-styling-value-17633701/
https://www.slashgear.com/2021-polestar-2-first-drive-review-range-performance-value-android-automotive-os-14633477/
https://www.slashgear.com/apple-deleted-fortnite-from-the-app-store-13633357/
https://www.slashgear.com/risky-and-useless-diy-face-masks-the-studies-you-need-to-know-about-12633139/


8/18/2020 Windows 10 source code leaked, Microsoft confirms - SlashGear

https://www.slashgear.com/windows-10-source-code-leaked-microsoft-confirms-25489497/amp/ 3/3

SlashGear

© 2005-2020 Back to top


